
 

Health impact assessment of global climate change: Expanding on
comparative risk assessment approaches for policy making

   
   
   
Abstract:

Climate change is projected to have adverse impacts on public health. Cobenefits may be possible from
more upstream mitigation of greenhouse gases causing climate change. To help measure such cobenefits
alongside averted disease-specific risks, a health impact assessment (HIA) framework can more
comprehensively serve as a decision support tool. HIA also considers health equity, clearly part of the
climate change problem. New choices for energy must be made carefully considering such effects as
additional pressure on the world's forests through large-scale expansion of soybean and oil palm
plantations, leading to forest clearing, biodiversity loss and disease emergence, expulsion of subsistence
farmers, and potential increases in food prices and emissions of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere.
Investigators must consider the full range of policy options, supported by more comprehensive, flexible, and
transparent assessment methods.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.publhealth.29.020907.090750   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Author(s): Patz J, Campbell-Lendrum D, Gibbs H, Woodruff R
Year: 2008
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 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact, Infectious Disease, Injury, Respiratory Effect

Infectious Disease: General Infectious Disease

Respiratory Effect: Upper Respiratory Allergy

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource
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 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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